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We are all grateful for the scope of  works carried out in all of Western Australia by our Local 
Government Authorities, maintaining and improving our parks, keeping our cities clean and 
beautiful. We live in a most wonderful part of the world but that will change if we do not 
consider the damaging effects of overuse of chemical  pesticides and fertilizers . 
 
My submission to the committee is the conclusion to six months of investigation into 
Pesticide and Fertilizer use by our councils. I was alarmed by a particular pesticide that was 
used on Addison Park that is described within the Safety Data Sheet as an Environmentally 
Hazardous Substance. My concerns have turned to a realisation that we seem to have no 
monitoring of our natural environment in regard to chemical build up and pollution from the 
Agri Chemicals that LGAs are using in our suburbs, and a huge disconnect between the 
Federal and State government authorities that approve there use.  
 
The Australian Pesticide and Veterinary Medicines Authority licence all pesticides used in 
Australia. If you purchase a product that produces an adverse reaction, you contact that 
manufacturer and they must report to the APVMA within  a certain timeframe. If you have an 
adverse reaction to a product that is used in a public park, you may report this to your LGA 
who will promptly deny any  wrong  doing and file your information in the bin, reason being 
they are usually a third party because of the wide practice of using contractors to carry out 
this work and so have no obligation to pass on concerns to the APVMA. What would be 
considered  best  practice is if the LGA involved in a conflict of interest would provide a link 
and contact details  for the APVMA to the ratepayer, as they are the federal authority and 
overseer of pesticide use in Australia. 
 
Fertilizers are licenced and administered by the state and once again are applied to our 
environment on behalf of  LGAs by contractors. The process for reporting adverse effects 
from fertilizers is very similar in the first instance, where any adverse effect report to council 

mailto:lgi@parliament.wa.gov.au


will be filed in the bin, with the same reply, only registered products are used and no regard 
is given to the actual effects incurred. 
 
The process of using pesticides as liquid labour, administered poorly by spraying from 
moving quad bikes, trucks and aeroplanes, and spraying without notice or consideration of 
the presence of other living beings is out of control. The public must be informed if a 
pesticide is active in public spaces as they can damage our health, especially if your immune 
system is already compromised. I have countless photos of dead old Gum and Banksia trees 
from within walking distance from my home due to weed killers being applied regularly 
around their trunks. Due to overspraying we rarely see butterflies and dragonflies in the park 
these days whereas in the past we would be surrounded by beautiful living creatures that all 
play a part in our ecosystem. 
 
For many years I have suffered from unusual head colds that can last up to six weeks. I 
would consider that I had an allergy to “something” and call it Hayfever. Through my 
investigations I now know that the problem occurs if I venture onto a freshly fertilized playing 
field here in Wanneroo and around the state. The same situation occurs when my 
grandchildren play on the grass. We used to say they were allergic to the grass because 
they would almost immediately come out in a rash if they came into contact with the ground 
 ( but not all the time) because we had no knowledge of the products that were applied . One 
sports field in Baldivis has been nicknamed “Asthma Oval” by the school students that 
conduct their sports days there. Our dogs are also being affected by agrichemicals with two 
thirds of vet visits are for itchy skin and a huge increase in various tumors. 
 
In summary I suggest that councils who have plenty of money, that is provided by the 
ratepayers, adopt an approach of using only non chemical pesticides and fertilizers and 
follow other government bodies such as the Education Department and develop a list of 
approved products for general safety in public spaces. We need to make sure that all 
concerns reach the correct overseeing bodies so that, as in many other countries in the 
world, agrichemicals that are problematic are deregistered in Australia. 
 
If you wish to consider this submission and would like more information, I would be willing to 
compile the paper trail and photographs from my investigations of the past six months to a 
powerpoint presentation for further consideration.  
 
Thankyou for the opportunity to provide this information,  
 
Kind Regards, 

Linda Robertson. 
 
 
 
 
 




